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Somalia: Aﬂai@my @f a %’Vie% Blunder:

In the apsparently unending succes- .-

“'ston of U.S. foreign pollcy disasters".
"and Soviet triumphs, it’s a relief to be -

" housing and an outdoor theater tor

“the hundreds of Sovlet technictans
.and-their families. Berbera greatly.

. able to report a case where the Krem<, . expanded the peacetime operations

“lin: blew it — to the advantage of the-
Unlted States, - x

~‘The locale of this encouragmg
_ ception is Somalla, where U.S, forces
“will soon be occupying a’key.naval

“base ‘that was bullt by the Russians®:

. beforesthey were booted out two and ==
a hal{ years ago by a supposed Sovlet .

“puppet, ’vPresident Mohammed Siad

LBarre. s LR &

‘In;elliggnce expprts have warned,

Presldent Carter that it's dangerous”
-to.put much faith in the ‘mercurial

" Barre:*But Carter's top advisers have: -

convinced him’ that the Soviet-devel
oped’ deepwater port at Berbera is
_wortb the risk. -

Barre “has shown’ hlmself to he un-

predictable and Impulsive at times,” -

a confidential. C1A analysis observes

— an undersfatement to_which the
.men in''the ‘Kremlin -can ruefully:

-attest. ‘In fact, the Soviet blunder

in- Somalia‘is a classlc “lesson in -
how not to handle a Thlrd World dlc— .

tator.

.nate the Persian Gulf. .
-~ ~The Berbera naval base inclucied a
.communicatfons . center,”
“cranes-and a floating drydock mis- =
:sile storage faciilties, an airfleld’ and

‘The’ Russians poured ‘more than'
-$160 million into Somalla after Barre -
.seized power in- 1569, the CIA esti-.
"mates: The Soviets clearly hoped to- ::
-make Somalla a key sateilite:in the ..
“strategically - fmportant Horn = of =~
-Africa,ifrom-which they could domx-jf. ments:[were requlred] to present let.

1755 sters of recommendation from the di-

* of the.Bussians' Indian Ocean fleet.

_ In.return for Kremlin gold, Barré
allowed:the Soviets free run.of his -

= cable stated that Barre “is now com-
) pletely committed” to the Soviets:
i More than 2,500 Soviet advisers per-
meated the Somalxan government bu
|, reaucracy.’ RSt
; . Teachers and cml servants “were -

‘required to attend weekly indoctrina-
“tion classes run by the Soviet-created

'Politlcal Office of the Presidency,.
and any Somalian official “judged to .
have a ‘non-socialist’ attitude [was] -

“ retired or dismissed from govern-
ment service,” the CIA reported,
2 A:1,000man  National Security
Service organized a month after.
“Barre seized power was run by 12
KGB’ officers and . got -its- technical -
equipment and personnel trainm«J
- from Moscow, -« - =00
- Neighborhood ‘"orientation - cen-
ters” — doubling as food distribution
- centers to gain a captive audience —

.plicants for government jobs, drivers’
licenses, passports and otherdocu-

; rectors of their local orientation cen-

v shipyard; :ters,”a secret CIA’ report stated, -~
‘“‘.:Under the guidance of Soviet eco

nomic advxsers, Barre: -hationalized

.- The Russians vu'tually took ove?,

~and enhanced its wartime capability H
_against the West, the CIA noted. -+~ -

' country“A 1976 State Department’.
fluenced more by the Soviets* evajuav-

. eventually ‘proved too.: much - {or 3
_ Barre. The last straw, apparently, wis~
* the Russians':attempt to- play: bot}t]

- rel.

-slans’ mistakes. .

were operated by the Russians. “Ap-

STAT

local and !orelgn busmesses 1n &
Somalia.” '~ - el

the Somalian -armed forces,-with»a-
. contingent of civilian advisers -and-
some --:.1,300 - military- - officers,”]
Somalian ofticers were required. to:
attend “indoctrination : classes:-on-
Marxist-Leninist- {deology, and :soon™"
found that their careers-were: 1008

tiOHS than by their superiol.sp - -f -_r_.__::
:-But the Soviets' heavy-handedness , |

ends against”the middle by giving ]
massive- aid ‘to the Ethiopians, who'!
were engaged in a border d.spur;?
with Somalia.

Finally, in- I\ovember 1977 Barr°
had had enough of the Russian bear.]
hug, and unceremoniously - k!ckem
the Soviets out lock stock and ban- b

Intellioence experts told my assocl""
~ate Dale Van Atta they hope tha-
- United States can’ pront by the Rt,s.«,
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